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It is a belief that every single American has the freedom to pursue a better life and a more comfortable existence than that of their parents. Every nation has its unique political culture; which entails widely shared beliefs, values, and norms which defines the relationship between citizens and government, and citizens to one another. The American political culture is composed of various shared values such as liberty, individualism, equality, and self-government (Patterson, 2017). These ideas are balanced and applied with each other, and they serve as America's foundational values.
Liberty
Liberty means a condition whereby a person has the ability to act following his or her own will and achieve their potential, within the context of political freedom. Most Americans believe in the right to be free, as long as another individual's rights are not abused. I think this is the most paramount value since citizens or rather people will be allowed to live according to their wishes and that no one will wrong the other. 
Equality
Equality ensures that all people are given equal opportunities within the society. Thus, people will advance their lives without any kind of interference. All people within the state or society will have the same status in certain respects, including civil rights, property rights, freedom of speech and equal access to certain social goods and services (Patterson, 2017). 
I think equality can be better ranked second since it will supplement liberty. There is a relationship between liberty and equality since all individual liberties are linked to the basic equality of all men. There cannot be equality without liberty; an individual must be free under the law to live their own lives within the law and following their own wills.
Democracy
The leaders are accountable to the whole society; the people who elected them (Patterson, 2017). Thus, citizens have the responsibility to choose the officials of their own choice after having thought and made a wise decision.  Thus, for there to be democracy in a state, there must be liberty and equality. The citizens must be free to choose leaders of their choice and must be given equal opportunities to take part in the democratic process; equal voting rights.
Individualism
An individual's rights must be valued above those of the country or government. Thus, for there to be realized individualism in a state, the government's officials have to be taken accountable for their actions (Patterson, 2017). Individualism is the last to be ranked among the four factors since it will depend on the first three. 
Missing Values
Nationalism
Despite some individuals having developed negative attitudes towards the government, most of the Americans are proud of their nation's past such as military setbacks. They believe that they are stronger than the rest around the world.
The Rule of Law
Government is based on a set of laws applied equally and fairly, not on the whims of a ruler.


Reference
Patterson, . (2017). We the People: An Introduction to American Government. McGraw Hill.
